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PREFACE.

There is extant an excellent Dictionary of the Mahratti
lunguage prepared at Bowmbay by several learned Pundits
with great labor and talent under the orders of the Bombay
Government.  Finding, however, that that Dictionary is so
bulky that it cannot be carried about and consulted with
convenience at all times, and that a great many Mahomedan
words, which have, consequent on the rule of that nation
over this country, crept into this language and have become
almost a part of it, cannot by a reference to it be traced to
their purentago, I had since many years entertained a hope
of compiling a Now Dictionary which would obviate the
inconveniences mentioned above, and bea portable vocabu-
lary fit for roferenco at all times to the old and young
persous.  This wish of mine has been accomplished by the
goodness of God in as much as He has enabled me to go to
the end of the arduous work I had commenced.

To those who would ask how such a bulky Dictionary
could be compressed into a portable small volume, I would
reply that such a thing became feasible in consequence of
my having omitted the most difficult Sanscrit words which
rarely occur in common language as well as those simple
words which are easily understood by the generality and
which bear no figurative meanings.

To such as would wish to know what end has been
gained by abridging the old Mahratta Dictionary, I would
say that I have added alphabetically to my present Dic-
tionary the contents corrected and improved of a Vocabulary
I had previously compiled under the name of Huns Kosh,
s0 that the present work sets aside the necessity of reference
to another work while reading the Muhratta poets,  More-
over no previous Dictionaries attempted to show the origin
of several Persian and Arabic words which have mixed
with the Mahratta language.



The renderings of words ate given m plain and casy
terms, and they have after carcful examination been ap-
proved by the Mahratta Translator and his Pundut.

The Director of Public Instruction of this Presidency
wishes that this work should be one of general reference,
and 1 am confident that it cannot ho otherwise. My heart-
felt prayer to God is that he would pour his blessing upon
it so that that Gentleman’s wish that it may become useful
to the young and old may be accomplished

RAGHUNATH BHASKAR GuDBOLE.
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